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Meet summer student Sam Gillis 

My favourite part about this museum is 

that it’s not all about Antigonish. To me, 

it’s about locating Antigonish within 

something larger. In the global sense, 

what small town truly deserves to have 

a museum devoted solely to its history 

and culture? Such an enterprise has the 

potential to be stifling, insular, boring—

an environment hardly conducive to 

inquiry and learning. Thankfully, this 

museum is none of these things. It 

becomes essential when you consider it 

in broader context.  

I see the museum as a library first: the resource room is a comprehensive record of the town and 

county, made up partially of records that do not exist anywhere else. Consider it the local branch of a 

sprawling, nationwide library of human history and genealogy. Without these hundreds of individual 

branches detailing the history of individual small towns, the system falls apart. We’re part of a global 

information network, and the Antigonish Heritage Museum is the primary server for N 45.5 W 062.  

The problem with such a scattered network is easy access to information. It can be difficult for an 

Albertan with Antigonish roots to conduct genealogical research when the records she needs are on a 

bookshelf in Nova Scotia. I admit it’s a thought that crossed my mind occasionally when I was younger: 

what’s keeping them from abolishing all of these small town museums like the one housed in the old 

train station and consolidating their records and collections into a single, centralized library? Now that I 

work here, I have a clearer understanding. That centralized library is being built presently—it’s been 

under construction for some years—and my job is to help build it. This summer, I am going through our 

archival documents, writing short descriptions of them, and uploading these new digital records to an 

online database.  

But an online database can’t replace a nation’s worth of small town museums. The museum’s value, 

from a global perspective, is much more than the 0s and 1s I’m tasked with inputting. Its role is to 

      Summer student Sam Gillis is a child. 
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maintain this town’s ties to its past, and, by extension, to the nation of which it is part. That’s what I 

admire most about this place. It’s a celebration of small town Canada as much as it is a record of 

Antigonish Town and County. The small town, with its shire, is the basic unit of Canada—some people 

can go their entire lives without ever visiting another province, but virtually everyone goes into town at 

least once a week. The museum, by showing us how Antigonish has grown from a tiny settlement on 

Town Point and how it has developed its cultural personality over these past few centuries, helps us 

situate ourselves within Canada. Like so many other small town units that are woven together to form 

the foundation of this country, we’re a strong community, and have been from the beginning. I’m very 

pleased to be working for an institution that values that fact. 

My other role at the museum this summer has been to monitor and enliven our online presence. If you 

haven’t been following us on Facebook, please do click through to our page, and like us. Here’s the link: 

facebook.com/AntigonishHeritageMuseum 

While you’re there, you might notice our most recent post: a video Matt and I put together this week. 

It’s just a silly thing, but we hope you find our hearts are in the right place. You can find it directly at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tg3wQ1niSB4 

Arts Health Antigonish brings Imagine Antigonish to the museum 

The museum is presently fortunate to be hosting Imagine Antigonish, the travelling exhibit put on by 

AHA. If you have not visited us since Highland Games weekend, stop by and take in the exhibit on 

several standing posters placed throughout the building. Dorothy and John Lander wish to thank the 

members of the Heritage Association for their help: “we want to send a heartfelt thanks both to you and 

to the whole Museum committee for your generous support of our Imagine Antigonish project with the 

cheque for $500. This will be of enormous help in defraying some of the many upfront costs, and very 

much encourage us to keep extending and widening the scope of this exciting venture”.   

Membership Renewal 

It’s renewal time again for members of the Heritage Association of Antigonish.  Our dues remain 
accessible, to encourage maximum participation from our community.   $7.00 for individual or $10.00 
for family membership. During the past year, our organization made a significant contribution towards 
the upgrade and renovation project at the Antigonish Heritage Museum.   Financial and human 
resources were provided to cultural organizations including the Antigonish Highland Society, Arts Health 
Antigonish, and the Culloden Cairn at Lismore.   As well, we continue the important work of 
documenting and recording memories of seniors from the Town and County.  A membership renewal 
form is attached to this email for your convenience.  Your continued support of the Heritage Association 
of Antigonish is very much appreciated. 
 

http://www.facebook.com/AntigonishHeritageMuseum
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tg3wQ1niSB4
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Plaster medallion with crown insignia affixed 

to the land grant of Jane Fraser. 

Genealogy success story 
 
Visitors from Sudbury, MA, Janet and Dave 
Jennings, came to the museum searching for 
information on their Antigonish ancestors. 
With the museum’s resources at their disposal, 
and with the assistance of Rick Grace, they 
were able to discover the story of two 
ancestors. William James Fraser (1862-1924), a 
native of Fraser’s Grant, married Ellen Murphy of 
Ireland and moved to Boston in 1885. Once there, 
William James became a train conductor with the 
Boston Elevated Railway in its earliest years of 
operation. 

 
 
 

New Acquisition: What Am I? 
Find the answer on page 5! 
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Recently Hosted Events 
 
1 
In July, the museum played host to a variety of external functions. At press time, we’ve hosted two 
Thursday night Ceilidhs with fiddler Karen Beaton, and will continue to host them through August 28. 
The first two were great successes.  
 

Earlier this month, we were visited by a large 
Elderhostel tour group, which was treated to a 
general presentation on local history. We also 
hosted the Highland Games Volunteer Barbeque 
and the Heart and Stroke Big Bike Tour. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Karen Beaton plays to a raucous crowd. 

NS Minister of Communities, Culture, and 

Heritage Tony Ince visits the museum. The 

provincial government donated generously to 

the museum’s modernization initiative through 

the Community Facilities Improvement Program. 

MLA Randy Delorey also helped secure this 

funding, and we are very grateful to both. 

The Heart and Stroke Foundation Big 

Bike pedals off from the museum. 

The Gillis family of Morar held a 

family reunion at the old station last 

month. We were pleased to 

accommodate them, and in return 

they became silver patrons.  
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Happenings 
 

Every Thursday   Ceilidh at the Museum, with Karen Beaton and weekly special guests: 
 to Aug. 28   - July 31: Margaret MacGregor MacDonald (piano/vocals) 
       Fr. Andrew Boyd (vocals) 
    - Aug. 7: Margaret MacGregor MacDonald (piano/vocals) 
      Madison Benson (student fiddler) 
    - Aug. 14: Joey Beaton (piano) 
         James MacLean (guitar) 
     - Aug. 21: Leona Williams (piano) 
         Scott Williams (bagpipes) 
     - Aug. 28: Joey Beaton (piano) 
 
     - 7:30 – 9:00 pm 
     - $8 admission. All ages are welcome! 

September 8  Bruce MacDonald: “Nova Scotia Infantry Units in the Great War” 

 Particular emphasis on the 25th and 85th 

October 20  Bruce MacDonald: “Nova Scotia Non-Combat Units in the Great War” 

 Forestry Unit, Construction Unit, Hospital Units (St. F.X. No. 9 and Dal.) 

November 10  Fraser Dunn: “A Tribute to the Sisters of St. Martha” 

Recent Acquisitions  

 Photo of Lanark schoolchildren, 1908, courtesy Sara Carty 

 Photos of a gathering at the Cathedral for the Papal Delegate and Ladies’ Auxiliary Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch 59, courtesy Barbara MacNeil 

 
ANSWER: The mystery item pictured on page 3 is a Catholic host maker, used to imprint communion 
wafers as they are held over a fire to bake. This item was used at Creignish, and was brought to the 
museum by Hugh Webb. 
 

Patrons 

  John & Wynne Gillis, Bozeman, Montana Silver 

 Dick Whitney, Duxbury, Massachusetts Silver 

 Gillis family of Morar   Silver 
 
 
 
 

 


