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The museum is simply buzzing with activity!  In last month’s edition of the newsletter, we 
reported that the museum had hired a summer student to conduct interviews with some of the older 
residents of the community in order to collect and record their life stories.  Marie Hanifen, a journalism 
graduate from the University of Kings College, quickly delved into this project and now reports that a 
number of those interviews have been completed.  What a great legacy to leave behind for future 
generations.   

This month we’re happy to announce that the museum has been fortunate to 
hire a second summer student.  Ranelle MacMaster is a fourth-year Human 
Kinetics/Nutrition student at Saint Francis Xavier University and another valuable 
addition to the museum staff.  As part of her responsibilities, she is expected to help 
folks who come in looking for assistance with their genealogical research.  While 
Ranelle has always been interested in history, she had never done any family 
research and so, as part of her training, she was expected to trace a branch of her 
own family tree.  After all, we learn by doing. 

To tackle this project, Ranelle had to study the resources available at the museum: census 
records, Father Rankin’s History of the County of Antigonish, Dr. Ray MacLean’s History of Antigonish, 
and the A.F. Church Map of Antigonish County for 1879.  By looking for names, dates and places, she was 
then able to connect people and trace the various branches of her family tree.   That is, after all, what 
genealogists do. 

Early census records are helpful only if the name that you’re searching is unusual.  Wisely, 
Ranelle chose to trace the MacMaster side of her family.  MacMaster is not a terribly common name in 
Antigonish and, therefore, it’s easier to trace.  The 1817 Census contains basic information: heads of 
households, numbers in the household, occupations and religion.  The 1827 and the 1838 Census 
records include heads of households, the number of children in the household and agricultural returns.  
The 1838 Census is a tad more beneficial because it reveals nicknames, especially in the Arisaig district 
and some of the Morristown districts of the Dorchester townships.   Nicknames are valuable in areas 
with a large population of folks with the same surname – something that is all too common in these 
parts.    

The 1861 Census lists only heads of households which is, of course, not very helpful.  Ranelle’s 
research found no record of her MacMaster ancestors in these early census records.  She suspects that 
her family likely moved to Antigonish in the 1840s or 50s but she can’t confirm that yet.   

The 1871 Census captures the essence of so many of the immigrants who came to Nova Scotia  
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in the early 1800s.  They were old by this time but they are still there for us to see.  This particular 
record indicates where these immigrants came from in the old country; that notation is important 
because it ties them directly to a specific place.  Now we can get a sense of the conditions and the 
landscape prior to them leaving their homeland.  This census reveals blended households with often two 
or three generations living under one roof, including aged grandparents, unmarried aunts and uncles as 
well as nieces and nephews.  (Here we begin to get a visual.  Households were often very large.  Where 
did they all sleep?)  This record lists the occupation of the various members of the household and their 
ages.  Children were being educated and we can see their reading and writing abilities.  Listed are family 
members with disabilities: the deaf, dumb, blind and those of unsound mind.   

Ranelle finally discovers her great great grandfather, Angus MacMaster, on the 1871 Census.  He 
is a forty-six year old farmer.  His wife, Margaret, is thirty-three years old.  They have seven children: 
Christena, 14; Mary, 12; Sarah, 11; Catherine, 9; Donald, 7; John, 3; and Dougald, 6 months.  (Peter, 
Ranelle’s great grandfather, was born two years after this census was taken.)  Angus’ fifty year old sister 
lives with the family.  We soon learn that an extra pair of hands came in pretty handy back then.   

The Agricultural Returns for this census are extremely valuable in that they provide information 
regarding acreage, vehicles and implements, livestock, agricultural and homemade products.  Clearly, 
these returns illustrate that Angus MacMaster was already well established back in 1871.  He owned 188 
acres of land, a house and a barn.  He had one carriage, two wagons, one plough and one farming mill.  
He owned one horse over the age of three years, 2 working oxen, 8 “milch” cows, 14 other horned 
cattle, 24 sheep and 5 swine.  He was a man of substantial means.  That year, Angus harvested 20 acres 
of buckwheat and 20 acres of hay crop.  He produced 10 bushels of oats, 200 bushels of potatoes and 30 
bundles of hay.  To keep his family warm for the winter, he cut twenty cords of firewood.  But Angus 
wasn’t the only person in the household who was working hard; the women and children were 
particularly busy.  That year, they produced 450 pounds of butter and 250 pounds of cheese.  Out of the 
100 pounds of wool produced, the women wove 120 yards of cloth.  The early settlers had to be self-
sufficient.    

 The A. F. Church Map shows the MacMaster family living at Glen Road in 1878 and the 
Agricultural Returns give us a little glimpse of what that community was like back in 1871. Glen Road 
had sawmills and a brickyard.  Most of the early settlers were farmers but the returns indicate that a 
carriage maker, a shoe maker and a blacksmith lived in the area as well.  There was even a watch maker.   
That year, a total of 24000 pounds of butter were produced in the community.  That’s a lot of butter!   

The 1881 Census reveals that Angus has passed, prematurely, to his eternal rest.  His wife is 
labeled a widow.  His death record on the Nova Scotia Historical Vital Statistics website reveals that he 
died in February of 1874.  He was only forty-nine years of age.  On that census, Donald, his oldest son, is 
listed as head of the household but he is still only sixteen years old.  Ranelle’s great grandfather, Peter, 
is now eight years old.   Angus’ death would certainly have left the family at a disadvantage.    

The 1901 and the 1911 Census records are found online at Automate Genealogy.   Of the two, 
the 1901 Census is more valuable.  For the first time, a year of immigration is listed.  By the late 1800s, 
we begin to see people coming from other corners of the world other than just Scotland and Ireland.  
Here in Antigonish, we see the arrival of the Chinese.  The mother tongue is documented and 
sometimes so is the net worth of the family.  All of these little details help to create a broader picture. 

Ranelle found Margaret and her sons, Donald and Peter, living in the same household on the 
1901 Census.  Also living with them are Jane and Angus Cameron, a niece and nephew.   Looking at 



marriage certificates on the Nova Scotia Historical Vital Statistics website, Ranelle discovered that 
Margaret’s daughters, Mary and Catherine, both married Cameron men – so the children likely belonged 
to one of them.  

The 1911 Census reveals that Ranelle’s great grandfather, Peter MacMaster, was now married 
with a household of his own at St. Joseph’s, including his wife, Christie Fraser, and three daughters:  
Sarah, Christy Ann and Margaret.  His older brother, Donald, head of the family after their father died, 
had also married.  He and his wife, Catherine, had eight children and an adopted son, an O’Brien boy.  

What does Ranelle know about the family after the 1911 Census?  That particular census is, of 
course, the last census record available to researchers but birth, marriage and death records provide the 
persistent researcher with many more details.  Old cemetery records from St. Joseph’s indicate that 
Ranelle’s great great grandmother, Margaret, passed away in September of 1914.  Peter died in 1946.  
His oldest brother, Donald, died in 1950.  Family stories, church records, old letters, wills, deeds, school 
records and obituaries add more pieces to the puzzle. 

From family folklore, Ranelle knows that her grandfather, David, was born at Gaspereau Lake 
but moved to Hillcrest (Ohio) when he married Margaret Cameron.  “The road along Gaspereau Lake 
was named MacMaster Road after my great grandfather, Peter, who had owned a large amount of land 
there.  My grandparents had twelve children.  One daughter died in infancy and three sons died before 
they were thirty.  David, a veteran of WWII, died in his fifties and my grandmother died in her sixties.  
The family farm is now owned by my uncle, Frank, the youngest son.  He is the only member of the 
family to keep up the family tradition of farming.  My father, John Fraser, is the only other sibling who 
settled in the Ohio area.” 

Now, what did Ranelle learn from this exercise in genealogical research?  “I was surprised to 
learn that my family had originally lived on Glen Road.  I always thought that they had settled in the St. 
Joseph’s area right from the start.  The fact that all the children above the age of five attended school in 
the late 1800s surprised me.  It seemed like the children went to school until the age of fifteen or 
sixteen.  I just assumed that the teenage children would have stayed home to help on the farm.”  
Ranelle was surprised to learn that Gaelic was still the family’s first language in the early 1900s.  “It 
would be interesting to know when this language was lost in the family.”   

In the MacMaster family, like in many Scottish families, the same names are used over the 
generations.  “I was able to find out who a lot of the people in my family were named after.”  Both her 
great great grandmother and her grandmother had daughters named Shirley Marie who died in infancy.  
“I would like to find out more about them.”  Ranelle tried to find more information about the two 
Cameron children living with the family back in 1901 but, to date, she hasn’t been successful.  She also 
failed to learn more about the adopted O’Brien child living in her great granduncle’s household in 1911. 

“My family always talked about doctors, priests and nuns in our family and I was able to find 
evidence of that in Father Rankin’s History of the County of Antigonish.   Many of them moved away 
from Antigonish to pursue their careers elsewhere.  My father has the ordination certificate that once 
belonged to his great granduncle, John Francis.  It was interesting to find his name in the records.”  
Father J. F. MacMaster was pastor at Mabou for forty-three years; it was during his tenure that the 
church was built.  Two of his sisters were C.N.D. nuns and a brother was a doctor in Inverness.  
Confirming old family stories is always rewarding. 

Was it a valuable exercise?  Of course, it was.  “Not only was I able to find a lot of information 
about my family but I discovered many resources that I didn’t know existed.  Now when people come in 



to the museum looking for information on their families, I will be able to tell them about all the great 
resources that are available and I will be able to point them in the right direction.”   

 

Why not start your family tree this summer? 

   Catherine MacGillivray 

 

 

   ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Who’s Searching Their Roots? 

Sister Marie Poole from Emmitsburg, Maryland, 
visited Canada for the first time this month to 
seek out her ancestors, the Coties and the 
Pelrines from Antigonish County.  Pictured from 
left to right are: Janet Tufts, Rose Smith, Sister 
Poole, Tony Coite and Claire Pottie.  Tony Cotie is 
from Heatherton.  He brought the visitors to the 
Cotie homestead at East Tracadie.  Sister Poole is 
a descendant of Joseph Cote and MarieDelorey.  
Her grandmother was one of a large family, including Cecelia, Florence, Rachel, Victoria, William, Elias, 
Francis, Annie, Sarah, Margaret and Mary.   
 

Karla Magnuson Pilippou, left, visited from Clearwater, Florida, 
with her husband.  She was researching her Kirk family connections 
in Clydesdale and would enjoy corresponding with Kirk family 
members.  Her mother was Helen Burnside Kirk (1892-1966). 

 

Micki Beston, left, came from Clovis, California, to track down an ancestor 
from the Pomquet area.  Simon Peter Doiron married Mary Ann Gerrior, from 
Arichat, in the 1870s. By 1880, they were living in Plymouth, Massachusetts, 
and raising a family there.  Simon was listed as a watchmaker.  Local 
genealogist, Veronica Delorey, stopped by and was able to identify the family.   

 

Bernard and Karen Centofanti from Hanover, Massachusetts, are coming in early August to look for 
their MacMillan connections.  Karen’s grandmother, Mary Catherine MacMillan, was born in 1901, the 
daughter of John and Margaret MacMillan of North Grant.  Her father died in the summer of 1903 and 
her mother died in the fall of that same year so young Mary Catherine went to live with her grand- 



parents, John and 
Elizabeth 
MacMillan, also of 
North Grant.  If 
anyone has any 
recollection of this 
MacMillan family at 
North Grant, the 
museum would 
love to hear from 
you.     

 

                                           

In September, 
Jenny Jorgensen 
from Queensland, 
Australia, will be 
visiting Antigonish.  
She hopes to 
connect with 
descendants of 
Jane Chisholm, 
married to 
Alexander Fraser, 
whose oldest son 
was Bishop Fraser 
of Antigonish.   

 

 

Recent Acquisitions 

 From Dorothy Brown Ostewig of Goshen and formerly of Lochaber, we received a number of 
books including: Parlor Amusements and Social Etiquette and a pocket version of Longfellow’s 
The Courtship of Miles Standish. 

 Laurie Stanley Blackwell donated Historic New Glasgow, Stellarton, Trenton and Westville by 
Monica Graham.  She also provided us with an index to Springhill, Our Goodly Heritage.   

 Thank you to Bernice MacInnis from Ottawa, Ontario, for her compilation, Tribute to Private 
Hugh Alphonse MacInnis: 1917-1944. 

 Thanks to Marleen Hubley for a copy of her latest book, Angus MacLean: A Genealogy. 

 Terry Punch donated a copy of his new book, Some Early Scots in Maritime Canada, Volume III. 



A New Book by Local Researcher, Marlene Hubley 

 What would inspire someone to publish a book on local 
genealogy?  In Marleen Hubley’s case, she simply got carried away with 
a search to discover her own identity.  The product of a broken home, 
Marleen started trying to piece together her family history shortly 
before returning to Antigonish in 2002.  Two generations of broken 
relationships had left the family with no cultural or familial continuity 
but that didn’t deter Marleen as she started digging and delving 
through census records, old Casket files, cemeteries, church records and 
wills in search of her MacLean and MacDonald ancestors from Cross 
Roads Ohio and Beaver Meadow.  Before long, she had transcribed a 
number of Catholic cemeteries in Antigonish and Pictou Counties – a 
wonderful asset for others trying to trace their family history.  

 For years, Marleen worked as a family counselor on Vancouver 
Island.  Her training and her work taught her all about family struggles, 

the roles that people play in families and how these roles pass from one generation to the next.  One 
can clearly appreciate her interest in the family unit and her need to understand her own background.     

 Persistent research uncovered many, many MacLeans on her family tree – all stemming back to 
Angus MacLean, one of the first pioneers to settle the West River/Ohio area.  Believed to be among the 
early Scottish immigrants who landed at Pictou in 1791, Angus and his wife, Catherine, were the 
progenitors of generations of people, some of whom went on to greener pastures elsewhere while 
others continued to settle the Ohio and West River districts of Antigonish County.  Ten years of research 
has culminated in a fine volume of work entitled Angus MacLean: A Genealogy.   We congratulate 
Marleen on her accomplishment.   Copies can be obtained at the museum for $20.00. 
 A book launch will be held on Tuesday, July 3, at People’s Place Library at 7:00 p.m.   At this 
event, Marleen will talk about the joys and struggles of researching a family history.  
 

A Donation 

We’d like to acknowledge a donation of $200 from the proceeds of the ceilidh 
held at the museum this month.  Thanks to Sister Lillian Gaudet, her students and 
the accompanying musicians for a wonderful afternoon of music and song.   
 

Looking for Help 

The museum gets many interesting visitors.  This month a Halifax man came in 
hoping to locate a couple of siblings.  John Grant is deaf and communicates with 
pen and paper.  Born in Saint Francis Harbour, Guysborough County, John lost 
touch with two of his sisters about forty years ago; however, he has remained in 
touch with a third sister who is hearing impaired as well.  He believes that his 
sister Eileen Marie Grant lives in the Toronto area and that his sister Ester Anne 
Mattie may be in Laval, Quebec.  John is hoping that the public may be able to 
help him reconnect with his family.  If you can help, please contact the museum. 



Clean Up Day 

Students from Dr. John Hugh Gillis Regional School participated in a Clean-Up 
Day at the museum.  Suzanne Synishin’s class assisted with weeding, window 
washing, painting and cataloguing.  Their help was very much appreciated by 
museum staff and helped to prepare us for a summer of much activity.   

 

 

Highland Games 

Come out and show your support for the Antigonish Highland Games this summer, July 8–15. Check the 
website for details.  http://www.antigonishhighlandgames.ca/links/ 

Third Annual Art Ceilidh Tour 

Don’t miss the Art Ceilidh Tour that will, once again, be held all around the county.   Check the Highland 
Games schedule for details.   

http://www.antigonishhighlandgames.ca/links/


The Ships of 1801  

This performance will take 
place on July 14, at the 
Keating Millennium Centre. 
Curtain time is 7:30 p.m.    

 

Tìr Nan Òg “Land of the Youth” Cultural Programming  

by Alisha Grant 

New to the Antigonish Highland Games this year is Tìr Nan Òg’s cultural programming.  Friday, 
July 13, is dedicated to children with numerous events and activities in which to participate.  Starting at 
8:30am Tìr Nan Òg, “Land of the Youth,” will be underway.  The morning is comprised of our annual 
athletic competitions in 50, 100, 200, 400 meter dashes, standing long jump, softball throw and mini-
caber toss. In addition, Tìr Nan Òg features a cultural component taking place in the afternoon.  There 
will be a series of workshops and activities including: Gaelic Song and Milling Frolic, Gaelic Language and 
Storytelling, Step Dancing, Drumming, and Making Oatcakes with a Making Butter demonstration.  
These workshops are aimed at providing cultural experiences for youth in order to spark interest in Gaelic 
culture and help keep Nova Scotia’s Gaelic heritage alive.  Children will have the opportunity to get a 
taste of Nova Scotia’s heritage and history and have a hands-on experience.  Tìr Nan Òg is a day full of 
healthy competition, culture, and fun for everyone.  Registration is open to all children aged 5-12.  

 
Recently the Antigonish Highland Society 

was approached by Mairi Parr and Brian 
MacDonald, local Gaelic teachers, about the idea of 
running a logo contest for the newly launched 
event.  The contest ran among the 156 Gaelic 
students at St. Andrew Jr. School and Dr. J.H. Gillis 
High School in all grade levels. 

Students were asked to submit their entry 
including a description of the graphic that they 
designed to depict Tir Nan Og.  The winning design 
was submitted by Salena DeYoung, a grade 5 
student.  Her design was of a black bear drawn in a 
Celtic motif surrounded by the words Cumhachd, 

Luths, Feart and four crests in the corners each with its own symbolism. 
The Bear – Agility in running 
Cumhachd – Strength in lifting 
Luths – Speed to run a hundred miles 
Feart – Power to do what you want 
Creast – Faith in yourself and others 

 
The winner was presented with a t-shirt bearing the logo and two free tickets to the opening of 

Disneys Brave on Friday, June 22. 



Heritage Association of Antigonish 

 

On July 11, the Heritage Association of Antigonish will be celebrating forty 
years of helping to preserve and promote the heritage of Antigonish Town 
and County.  At 8:30 a.m., there will be a guided walk around Antigonish 
Landing with Trevor Gould from Paqtntek.  In the afternoon, Hank Bouchie 
and Friends will provide musical entertainment on the museum deck from 
2:00 until 2:45.  We will even have a cake cutting.  Come on down and help 
us celebrate. 
 

Terry Punch: Bears, Bigamy and Burials: Our Ancestors at Home 

Before 1900 

Well known genealogist, Terry Punch, delivered a lively talk at the 
People’s Place Library earlier this month – compliments of the Heritage 
Association of Antigonish.  Many of you will recognize Dr. Punch as Atlantic 
Canada’s premier genealogist.   He’s a popular guest on the Maritime Noon 
phone-in show on CBC Radio; his article, Roots and Folks, appears regularly in 
Saltscapes magazine; and his book, Genealogical Research in Nova Scotia, is a 
valuable resource for folks interested in tracing their family roots.  Terry is the 
author of the two-volume series Some Early Scots in Maritime Canada and the 
four-volume series Erin’s Sons: Irish Arrivals in Atlantic Canada.   Last year he 
was named a Member of the Order of Canada.    

 Years of grueling research have left Terry Punch with books and articles to his credit but it has 
also provided him with reams of anecdotes to boot.  “I was never a good researcher,” he told the 
assembled crowd that night.  While flipping through a role of microfilm, looking for a particular bit of 
information, he’d always be distracted by other interesting details.  Of course, these are the stories that 
make his genealogical lectures come alive.  “Much of it I found when I wasn’t looking for it.”   

 Birth, marriage and death records are necessary for tracing family history but our records here 
in Nova Scotia are far from complete.  Civil records had their beginnings back in 1864 but then birth and 
death records were discontinued for a spell.  Better marriage records were kept to deter bigamy.  Travel 
and communication were slow back in the early days of our history.  A man had but to put three 
parishes between himself and his wife to marry again.  Punch tells the story of one unhappily married 
couple in Cape Breton who schemed up a plan that would, hopefully, leave folks believing that the 
husband had been mauled by a bear.  The newfound “bachelor” made tracks for the United States 
where, of course, he married again!  “Relationships could be a tangle!” Terry chuckled.  Yes, 
relationships may have been complicated affairs but records are equally confusing. 

 Terry cautions researchers to not believe everything that they find when they’re researching 
civil records, census records – or any records, for that matter.  Some information is incorrect and, of 
course, clerical errors were commonly made, leaving some of our recorded history down right 
entertaining.  Terry recalls discovering one particular woman who was “killed by a pail” and a couple of 
children in one neighbourhood who died from “senile decay”.  Then there was the Catholic priest who 



was listed as a Methodist.  Imagine Terry’s delight when he discovered the ninety-five year old woman 
who had a twenty year old daughter!  It doesn’t take a great deal of genius to recognize that faux pas.  
Then there was the man who died in childbirth!  Clearly, mistakes were made.  Terry tells the tale of the 
couple, Preserved and Hester, who named their fifteenth child Experience.   Another couple christened 
their child Silence Harper.  Careful analysis of records can be pure entertainment.   

Researching can be great fun but, without some guidance, it can be rather trying.  Punch 
reminds us that some family names were altered over time.  Many French and German names were 
Anglicized.  Others were made to order right here in Nova Scotia.  If official records were incorrect, they 
were never changed.  Many of our ancestors were not literate so branches of the same family may have 
entirely different spellings of their surname.  If all of this doesn’t confuse the amateur researcher, throw 
in a blended family or two.  This is what makes it so much fun for the persistent researcher.   

 What about old skeletons that are exhumed in the process?  Certain family secrets were 
carefully laid to rest but, with careful research, some do surface.  Then what?  Do you quickly rebury 
those secret from the past?  “No,” says Terry Punch.  Don’t expose these stories to children but do place 
the once offending or embarrassing relative on your family tree.  In today’s world, we’d probably see 
them in an entirely different light anyway.  At the same time, they add a little color to your roots.   

 

 Message from the Chair – Heritage Association of Antigonish 

(Working today to preserve yesterday for tomorrow.) 
 
 
This year the Heritage Association of Antigonish celebrates its 30th birthday.  With every milestone one 
reflects on the past and ponders the future.  I think it is safe to say that the founders of the Association 
would be very pleased with the progress we are making promoting and preserving our shared history. 
Our success over the past number of years can be attributed to the volunteer work of some very 
dedicated people.  On behalf of the Association, I would like to thank them all for their dedication. 
 
The future for the Association looks to be very promising.  We have a great team of volunteers that are 
working hard to move our organization forward.  
 
The Heritage Association of Antigonish and the Antigonish Heritage Museum are always seeking 
volunteers to assist with the workload.  If you have some time and are interested in lending a hand, 
please call Jocelyn Gillis at 863-6160 or email the undersigned. 
 
In honour of our big birthday event, we have scheduled two events that we know you will enjoy.  Both 
events take place on July 11, 2012.  The first is a guided tour of the Antigonish Landing that starts at 8:30 
AM.  The second is an afternoon Ceilidh that starts at 2:00PM.  The Tour starts at the Antigonish 
Heritage Museum and the Ceilidh will be held at the Museum.  Both events are free and open to the 
general public.  Please mark your calendar and plan to attend. 
 
Until next, Take Care and God Bless. 
 
Angus MacGillivray, BBA FCGA       angus.macgillivray@ns.sympatico.ca 

mailto:angus.macgillivray@ns.sympatico.ca

