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Will Grover of Pomquet has an aptitude for history that belies his young age. Just before school
started earlier this month, seven-year-old Will stopped by the Museum to share the story of a train
crash that took place on the evening of February 18, 1960, when two CNR freight trains collided head-on
just outside Pomquet Station. Three crewmen were killed in the mishap; three others were injured.
Reported to be “the worst train wreck in the modern history of eastern Nova Scotia,” Will’s story is
indeed noteworthy and so we scheduled an interview with him.
Will (accompanied by his Grand-mère, Cecile
MacEachern, his grandaunt, Tante Carol Doiron, his younger
sister Jenna and baby brother Jack) came well equipped for the
interview. Carrying a plastic container with his artefacts, a
collection of photos and a copy of a newspaper report of the
accident, Will was more than ready to tell his story. (Pictured
right is Will Grover and his sister Jenna.)
When asked where he had first heard of the incident,
Will credits his Grand-mère. “I learned this this summer,” he
disclosed. His curiosity piqued, he searched his grandmother’s
ipad for information and photos of the crash. While he was
unable to find a report of the accident, he did manage to locate
an online site with several photos of the wreck.
Soon after this discovery, Will’s Oma,
Rickey (van den Heuvel) Grover, took him to the
Antigonish Heritage Museum to look for
supporting information. Not finding any there,
his Grand-mère and his Tante Carol took him to
the museum in Pomquet where staff brought out
a scrapbook with a newspaper clipping of the
accident. Still not completely satisfied, our young
investigator and his cousin, Daniel, set off to the
crash site, hoping to find pieces from the collision
but, where instead, they found some rusty old
railway spikes, a large bolt and lots of black coal.
(Pictured left is Will at the crash site.)
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Will is a good story teller with a keen mind for
details. “It was around a turn where it happened,” he
informed me. “One of the trains should have stopped
but it didn’t and so there was a crash and three men
died and three survived.”
“There was lots of smoke,” he added. Will’s
Grand-mère, Cecile, was eight years old at the time of
the incident. “She climbed the stone wall at the
church to see the smoke from the crash. And Oma
Grover could see the smoke from her house.” (Back
then, the van den Heuvel family lived at Beauly.) “The
flames went thirty feet up in the air.” At the time, the
Chronicle Herald reported that the smoke could be seen for twelve miles.
According to Will’s newspaper clipping, the
scene was one of “twisted steel, jack-knifed coal cars,
at times fierce flames, and billowing smoke. It was
pitch black, save for the light from the flames of the
fire.”
The Casket informed that four diesel
locomotives were destroyed, nineteen railway cars
were toppled and three hundred feet of track were
ripped up in the crash. (The Chronicle Herald reported
three hundred yards of track torn up.) Wrecking
crews from Sydney and Halifax were rushed in to help
clear the line. Cranes were called in too but their
twenty-mile-an-hour pace delayed their arrival until
the following day
Firemen from Sydney to Halifax rushed to the scene but their efforts were reportedly hampered
by intense heat and a lack of water. CNR officials and the RCMP were afraid that two tank cars of gas
and fuel oil might explode. “They thought there was going to be an explosion but only the wine bottles
kept exploding,” Will noted. Apparently, one of the freight cars was transporting wine.
“There was a snowstorm after the crash
while they were trying to clean it up,” Will continued.
Over one hundred men worked around the clock and
through a fierce snowstorm. Fifty-five hours after the
crash (wrote The Casket), the clean-up was complete,
new track had been laid, and the line between Sydney
and Halifax was ready for traffic. “It was a million
dollar accident with around-the-clock cleanup,” Will
declared.
“Will is always drawing pictures of trains,” his
grandmother revealed. Will agreed, adding that he
also drew a picture of a train station. (Photo credits:
Community Memories/History of Railroading on Cape
Breton)
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Little wonder that Will is fascinated by train wrecks and train stories. The train regularly passes
through the village of Pomquet. “The train goes by at eight o’clock,” Will announced. His grandmother,
Cecile, reminded him that the train goes by at various times. “Yes,” he agreed, “and we can hear the
horns blowing for many miles!”
“I want to tell you something else. Grand-mère told me that Papa said that sometimes the train
would stop at Tim Hortons.” Will’s grandfather had worked at the Antigonish Golf Course, not far from
the local train station.
At the end of the summer, Will’s parents surprised him with a train ride from Truro to Halifax. “I
was the first one on the train!” he announced excitedly. Not many passengers had boarded in Truro,
“but there were a lot of people on the train already.” Will assured us that he quite enjoyed the train
ride.
Over the years, trains have carried
generations of Will’s family to various corners
of the continent. Cecile noted that a photo of
her grandfather appears on the Imagine
Antigonish website, courtesy of Pomquet
Héritage. Here, in the early years of 1900,
Alfred Vincent (left) poses with his three
sisters and his brother-in-law in front of the
(now long gone) Pomquet Railroad Station.

I’m curious. Where did Will get this love for
history? Well, he informed me that it all started when
his friend, Nicklaus, told him about the Titanic. “We
were in Grade Primary talking about ships sinking and
then he told me about a real ship, the Titanic. It hit an
iceberg and it split in half. Some people were still
sleeping. It was the biggest ship in the world and it
took two and a half hours to sink. It had two sister
ships. That was April 15, 1912.”
Needless to say, Nicklaus clearly sparked Will’s interest in history but it’s obvious that the
“grand” ladies in Will’s life (his Grand-mère, his Oma and his Tante) are fanning the flames of his
curiosity and slowly encouraging a life-long love of learning and discovery. What a difference
grandparents and grand-relatives can make in the lives of children. (Photo: Grand-mère Cecile
MacEachern, Tante Carol Doiron holding Jack, Jenna and Will)
By the way, did little Jenna learn anything about the train crash at Pomquet?
“Yes, a bit of things,” Will assured me. And so the learning continues.

cjmmacgillivray@eastlink.ca

Catherine MacGillivray
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Multiculturalism in 1954 Antigonish: St. Ninian’s Street School
Marilyn Adams-Borgald, Joyce Hilling,
Mary Rose Wong and Pat WongMorriseau were able to recall most of
the names in the photo that
accompanied last month’s article by
Bonnie MacDonald-Musial. Thanks to
these ladies for their efforts.

Front (left to right): Mary Jane Skinner, Patsy Wong, Cheryl Williams, Julie McLaren, Carol Fiske, Judy
Hudson, Bernice Thompson, Lynn Smith, Susan Sweet, Susan Armour.
Middle Row: Marilyn Adams, Bonnie MacDonald, Graham, Charles Lowe, George Williams, George
MacMillan, John Hudson.
Back Row: Howard Phee (possibly), Jim McLaren, Doug Adams, Lonnie or Junior Skinner, Raymond Mah,
Arnold Sherren, ? MacMillan (George MacMillans brother).

Recent Acquisitions
Mari Cameron-Smith of the Purl Brook area
came in with an interesting artefact this
month – a mallet once used on the railway
and given to Mari by a man who worked on
the railway. The donor indicates that the
mallet is at least seventy-five years old.
This type of mallet was ideal for hammering where dead weight was essential –
as in heavy industrial applications. The lead head is softer than steel and avoids
sparks from forming. The mallet is very obviously deformed due to excessive
force.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------This badge was donated to the museum by Stephen Feist, Chief Administrative
Officer for the Town of Antigonish. We would be interested to know who wore
this badge. Can anyone enlighten us?
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Sandy Ross of Antigonish donated a handmade T-square.
Cameron MacDougall of Antigonish brought in two books, including Reflections on the Theory
and Practice of Social Work.
Shirley Burkett of the Keppoch gave us a birding textbook called Real Boys and Girls Go Birding.
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Christine Bulmer of Billerica, Massachusetts, donated a hooked
rug which was the creation of her grandmother, Catherine
Chisholm - MacKenzie of Malignant Cove.
Garretts (Garrett's By the Bridge) in New Glasgow designed
“Bluenose” brand patterns on burlap and distributed them via mail
order or the Family Herald to homes across the Maritimes and
Canada. The designs were varied and ranged from florals, coastal
scenes, children's motifs, geometrics and, in this case, the
Bluenose vessel. Garretts was one of the longest running
operations of its kind in Nova Scotia.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------











Dorothy Ostewig of Lochaber/Goshen donated two textbooks: History of Nova Scotia and A
Royal Reader.
Betty Cameron of Antigonish donated photos from the Catherine E. MacDonald Collection.
(Catherine was a Nursing Matron with the #9 Hospital Unit.)
Wendell Schurman (on behalf of his sister Joyce Schurman-MacIntosh) brought in a silver tray
that came from the Dr. MacIntosh household in Antigonish.
Dr. John Hamilton of Clydesdale presented the museum with Society of Colonial Wars. This
book, published in 1896, was passed down through the family from John’s great -great
grandfather, Rev. T. C. Jack.
Hilda MacGillivray of Antigonish brought in an ash tray commemorating the 175th anniversary
of St. James United Church.
Mary Barkley of Leduc, Alberta, donated some family pictures of the Pushie family from the
Addington Forks area.
James Armsworthy of North Grant brought in a device used for making salmon nets. We’re
hoping someone can tell us how this implement functioned.
John McChesney of Toronto came in with a photo of the Bayfield mill. This sawmill was once
operated by his grandfather and granduncle and then, years later, by his father.
Johanna van Gestel of Antigonish Landing brought in some miniature furniture pieces for the
doll house that her husband donated a couple of years ago.
Joan Gillis of Antigonish and Halifax dropped off some cabinet card portraits of the Will Dunn
family of Lanark.

Youth Volunteer Opportunities
The Museum is looking for a couple of high school students (Grades 10 -12) who are willing to donate
twenty volunteer hours (two hours per week for ten weeks). Tasks will be related to digitization and
general museulogical functions. Upon the successful completion of this term, a certificate of completion
will be provided. Interested individuals may drop a resume off at the Museum.

What’s Going On in Lochaber?
Woodlot Owner of the Year, Zumba, Lochaber Pub Night and Dance. See http://www.lochaber.ca/.
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Yard Goods Sale – Upcoming Soon
Good quality fabrics (Peter Pan, VIP, Concord Fabrics, Cranston Prints and more), an excellent selection
of books and guides for the quilter and crafter, quilt templates, craft supplies, unfinished projects, and
whatnot – all priced to sell – at the Museum. Date to be announced soon.

October is Mi’kmaw History Month
The ST. F. X. University Committee for Mi’kmaw History Month presents Chris Benjamin who will speak
about his new book, Indian School Road, at the MacKay Lounge, Bloomfield Centre, on Wednesday,
September 30, at 7:00 p.m.

Visitors to the Museum
Third year St. F. X. University Anthropology student Laura Pickersgill stopped
by recently to study the culture and the operations of the Museum.
Laura is from Boston but, wouldn’t you know it, she has connections to
Antigonish. Her maternal grandmother’s parents were from the area. Of
course, Jocelyn suggested that Laura should now work on her family tree and
share that information with the Museum.

The Cove Store
This old photo, clearly a reflection of a different time, epitomizes the changing
attitude to the workplace. Photo dates to the 1960s or the 1970s.
The Cove Store was your typical country store. Boxes of cake mix, cans of soup,
Export A cigarettes, and packages of gum line the shelves in the background.
Share your memories of this store and other country stores around the county.
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Heritage Association of Antigonish
Learning Events
Rod Bantjes’ presentation, “Eigg Mountain Land Settlement History Project,” has been postponed for
the time being. Bantjes, a Sociology professor at St. F. X., has been working with students and locals to
map out the properties at Eigg Mountain. New date to be announced.
Sian Turner’s presentation, “A Basketry Primer,” has been rescheduled for Monday, October 26th at
7pm. As part of this presentation, Ms. Turner will give an overview of basketry, discuss materials,
techniques, the use and gathering of local materials, and the construction of a basket. She will
introduce samples from different cultures as well as some from the museum.

Patrons Program


Christine Bulmer of Billerica, Massachusetts: Silver patron

New Members


Audrey Mitton, Halifax

Message from the Chair – Heritage Association of Antigonish
(Working today to preserve yesterday for tomorrow.)
The Annual General Meeting for the Heritage Association is to be held on Wednesday October 14th at
6:45 pm – with a social to follow. Mark this date on your calendar.
Recently, I was looking through some black and white photos which the Association paid to have
developed. There was one photo that caught my eye. It featured an unidentified man working at the
Eastern Dairy Company cleaning milk bottles. I think of the many changes in technology and business
around the Antigonish district that have occurred in my lifetime. Now, I think of my parents; Mom and
Dad are now in their nineties and I reflect on the many changes that have occurred in their lives. Quite
remarkable!
This brings me to the point that I wish to highlight—the preservation of our shared heritage. We, at the
Heritage Association of Antigonish, encourage the people of our community to share photos and
artifacts with others. The first step is to review your old photo books and items in your homes or sheds
that relate to our area. The Museum would be interested in learning about your heritage collections
and discussing items you would consider donating to our organization.
I was speaking with Martin MacDonald about the Antigonish Highland Society Pipe Band and a School of
Piping and Drumming that they plan to launch in October with financial assistance from the Antigonish
Highland Society and the Antigonish Highland Society Foundation. Highland piping and drumming is an
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important part of our shared heritage and we ask our readers to encourage children and grandchildren
to enroll in this school.
Until next time, Take Care and God Bless.
Angus MacGillivray, BBA FCGA

angus.macgillivray@ns.sympatico.ca

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Un-Settling Antigonish 1784
The final performance of Un-Settling Antigonish 1784 was held at Town
Point Cemetery on a breezy Saturday morning with a full house in
attendance. An enjoyable time was had by all.
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